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Explanation of Rituals and Symbols

Call to Order

Drumming will be used as an instrument to communicate that the Ceremony is about to begin. It also sends
a signal to all participants (honorees and guests) the transitional moment of focusing our collective attention
and energy on the event about to take place. Through these deeds, we create a sacred space to express our
greatest intentions so that what we do can be for the greatest good.

Permission from Elders/Eldership

In many African societies, ‘Elders’are the custodians of the village, community or land. Because of this caretak-
ing and oversight role, it is appropriate that we ask their blessings for any event, activity or plans involving that
community/village. This is also done as a sign of respect, and in recognition of the experience and knowledge
of the elders of our community.

Okyeame
“Okyeame” is an Akan word which represents a spokesperson, ambassador, and interpreter to a village (com-
munity) elder or chief.

Pouring of Libation

The African tradition of pouring Libation at all important social gatherings is another way to communicate
with God and to honor and remember our ancestors. Libation recognizes those members of our family and
larger community that lived in the past and laid the foundation for those of us still living.

Transition Ritual

We are gathered here to honor our students and symbolically mark their transition in the educational arena.
This transition ceremony is also a way to communicate those values, intentions and behaviors important to
the continued facilitation of growth and development toward fulfillment of future goals. The conferring of
kente cloth strips and the Stool Ceremony will serve as the symbols in this Transition Ritual.

- Kente Cloth
The Kente cloth originates from the Asante Kingdom of Ghana. Kente is an Asante ceremonial cloth
that comes in various colors, sizes, and design and are worn during very important social and religious
occasions. In a cultural context, kente is more important than just a cloth. It is a visual representation of
history, philosophy, ethics, oral literature, moral values, and social code of conduct, religious beliefs, po-
litical thought and aesthetic principles. Conferring the kente cloth symbolizes our historical and cultural
tradition of continuing to strive for excellence and achievement. The Kente students receive is meant to
remind them of their accomplishments and reinforce their responsibility to continue that which is good.

Stool Ceremony

According to tradition, the Golden Stool which is made of pure gold, flew out of the sky and landed on
the lap of the first king of the Asante’s, Nana Osei-Tutu. The nation prospered and flourished and became
famous for gold and brass, and the famous brightly colored hand-woven ‘kente’ cloth which is widely
recognized as an African symbol. The Golden Stool is considered to be so sacred that no one is allowed
to sit on it. It is kept under the strictest security and is taken outside only on exceptional occasions and
never comes into contact with the ground. The Stool has become a symbol of the unifying force of the As-
ante people and it is believed to contain the soul or sunsum of the Asante nation. Replicas of the Golden
Stool are hand carved out of wood and used in the enstoolment ceremonies of chiefs, kings, and queen
mothers. The Asante Stools are also used in religious, transitional and/or rite of passage ceremonies.
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Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing ~ James Weldon-Johnson

Lift ev’ry voice and sing,

“Til earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on ‘til victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died,;

Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the
Slaughtered,

Out from the gloomy past,

“T'il now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who has by Thy might

Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stay from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand,

True to our God,

True to our native land.




